


Dlan to Take Standardized Tests

Most colleges will be looking for standardized tests (SAT or ACT) from applicants. To find out if the schools you are
interested in require standardized tests, check their websites or call the admissions offices.

A recent article in Education Week highlights recent discussions about standardized testing in general. The article
states "What's the difference between the two tests and which one should high school seniors choose? The ACT
claims that it measures what students learn in school (achievement), rather than what abilities students possess
(aptitude). While the two often overlap, they are not the same."

For some students, one or the other of these tests may be better suited to your learning and testing style. You can
look at sample questions and read up on the skills required for each test by visiting www.collegeboard.com or
www.actstudent.com. If you are able, take both tests and compare your scores. Almost every college accept either
the SAT or the ACT.

The fall test dates for the SAT and ACT are listed below. Be aware that the ACT is offered at fewer locations so you
may find it necessary to schedule strategically to secure a test location nearby.

Fall SAT Test Dates Fall ACT Test Dates

Register online at www.collegeboard.com Register online at www.actstudent.org

Test Date Registration Deadline
Test Date
October 9, 2010 September 10, 2010

Registration Deadline
September 11,2010 August 6,2010

Wemitoes E) A0 10 Deitalec &, 210 October 23, 2010 September 17, 2010

December 4, 2010 November 5, 2010

You may have heard both Saint Anselm College and Southern New Hampshire University announced in mid-May that
they will no longer require SAT or ACT scores of their applicants. Many schools are going to a "test optional" policy
where students can choose whether or not to report their SAT or ACT test scores to the college. There are over 815
four-year colleges and universities across the US that do not use the SAT or ACT to make admissions decisions about a
substantial number of their incoming freshmen applicants. These schools have made this decision for a variety of
reasons, but they have all shared concerns about the impact of over reliance on test scores as an admissions tool.
Check out www.fairtest.oxg for a list of colleges and universities no longer requiring any standardized testing.

Get Wreppe&/ For the SAT

If you've taken the PSAT and are preparing to take the SAT, College Board has a unique program that customizes a
study strategy just for you. My College QuickStart is a personalized college and career planning kit powered by your
PSAT/NMSAT scores. To sign in, you'll need the access code printed on your PSAT/NMSQT paper score report. If you
do not already have a College Board account, you'll be prompted to create one.

SAT/ACT Help

» www.collegeboard.com
SAT website: Sign up and prepare for the SAT. Free test prep questions and tutorials.
www.act.org
ACT website: Sign up and prepare for the ACT. Free test prep questions and tutorials.

www.number2.com

Free SAT/ACT prep, including vocabulary word of the day.

www.kaptest.com
Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions website. SAT/ACT prep courses and materials, most are fee based.

http://www.nhheaf.org/index.asp?page=stu hs videos
Watch CCP "Know the Score: Standardized Testing" video!



http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.com
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.fairtest.org
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.act.org
http://www.number2.com
http://www.kaptest.com
http://www.nhheaf.org/index.asp?page=stu_hs_videos
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/walt_gardners_reality_check/2010/06/the_sat-act_dust-up.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/quickstart/pn_access_code_popup.html

Visit Ca//eye Cwmpm'ey

The summer is a great time to hit the road and visit College Search Engines
college campuses. Reading through college
brochures and surfing campus websites can tell you
so much about the campuses, but nothing can
compare to seeing them firsthand. Visiting allows you
to experience the campus' personality. While it may
be difficult to visit every campus on your list, it is
very important that you visit once you are accepted
and before making your final decision. The more
visits you make now, the less you have to make in the
fall when you are busy with the activities surrounding

your senior year.
Financial Aid Information

* Schedule your visit when someone will be
available to meet with you and give you a
tour of the campus.

* Make the most of your visit by contacting
professors, advisors and coaches prior to
arriving on campus and prepare intelligent
questions to ask - think of your visit as an
informal job interview and network, network,
network!

e Try the food and see a dorm; remember, this
will be your second home for the next four years

* Collect materials such as admission and financial aid brochures, student newspapers, flyers and campus
calendars from all of the colleges you visit - these are great ways to learn about the campus and it's activities,
clubs, and social life. Keep them organized for reference later.

+ Take notes and write down the names of college staff you met with and send them thank you notes - jot
down ideas on the car ride home to immediately capture your impression of the campus as this will help you
remember what you liked, and disliked about each campus when you are ready to make your decision about
which school is the best fit for you

While college visits can begin as early as freshman year of high school, by the summer before your senior year, you'll
be in the mindset to really absorb the experience and maturely evaluate the campuses for all they have to offer.

Pros and Cons of the Summer Campus Visit

PROS CONS

» Personalized or smaller group tour » Students on campus may be minimal

* Good weather * Campus "feel" during summer may not translate

* More time in your busy calendar into the same "feel" during academic months

e Campus is green and dry » Professors may not be as accessible

* Ample time to re-visit during the fall if still * Buildings may be under construction or being
interested renovated

e Interview can be done early

Remember, nothing can replace an actual campus visit when researching potential schools but some campus' may be
just too far or too expensive to visit early on in your search. According to a recent survey of potential college
students, 85% begin their research online. So why not try a virtual tour? Campustours.com offers virtual tours of
over 400 colleges nationwide. Simply search the school you are interested in or check out one of the spotlight
schools. While it is recommended that you always visit a school before accepting admission, a virtual tour may be a
great way to see a school that would otherwise require a plane ticket.


http://www.collegeview.com
http://www.campustours.com
http://www.petersons.com
http://www.usnews.com/college
http://www.campusexplorer.com
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.finaid.com
http://www.nhheaf.org
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.bridges.com
mailto:collegeplanning@nhheaf.org
www.campustours.com

Gain Exﬁem’enca

Finding a summer job may be tough in the current economy, so why not think
out-of-the-box on how you can gain some work experience, learn some new
skills, and identify a possible career path? Internships and volunteering are
great ways to gain experience that will help market yourself in your college
admissions process.

An internship is a short-term work-related learning experience that will help
you develop hands-on work experience in a certain occupational field. This is
an excellent way to not only gain practical work experience, but to determine
if an industry and profession is something you might like to pursue.
Internships are not usually paid, and may be part-time or full-time.

Another opportunity for the summer may be volunteering. A little less sun‘l 44 t"-

structured than an internship, volunteering is working for a particular cause = DY | -

without payment for your time and service. This might be helping out at your K D b )/
animal rescue shelter, preparing food at a food pantry or soup kitchen, or =

reading to the elderly at a nursing home. Volunteering illustrates your involvement in your community and also
offers you a great way of seeing different careers and environments.

Another great benefit of both internships and volunteering is networking. The opportunity to meet with various
people is a wonderful way to build your network of people who may assist you as you not only apply for college, but
look for employment opportunities down the road.

When looking for an internship or volunteer opportunity, it is important to use all of your resources. Ask school
counselors, teachers, family members, coaches and friends if they know of anything available. Below is a list of
websites that you might find useful in researching and obtaining the summer internship or volunteer opportunity
most appropriate for you. Whatever your goal, maximize your summer vacation time and make it work for you!

Web Resources:

www.idealist.org
www.uwnh.org
www.jobsonline.net

Are there m//eje courses 9 can take while in ﬁiyﬁ school?

Absolutely. The Community College System of New Hampshire (CCSNH) has partnered with high schools
throughout the state to offer a program called "Project Running Start." It offers high school students the
opportunity to enroll and attend challenging college courses while still in high school (at a significant reduction
in cost). Courses range from general studies to career-specific classes. Many are courses you will be taking
anyway. So why not get the college credit for it now?

All courses are offered during the school day just like any other high school course. They are available at high

schools throughout the state. Talk to your high school guidance counselor concerning availability at your
school. Some of the many benefits for students to participate in Project Running Start:

Students receive college credit and appropriate high school credit.

Students pay lower tuition rates than traditional CCSNH students.

Students are challenged and motivated by rigorous courses during their junior and senior year.
Students may avoid repeating some freshman year courses, thereby obtaining a "running start"
on a college career.



http://www.idealist.org
http://www.uwnh.org
http://www.jobsonline.net
to http://www.chicagotribune.com/classified/jobs/chi-part-time-summer-jobs-students-061610,0,876254.story

eStart

eStart is a partnership between the Virtual Learning Academy Charter School
(VLACS) and the Community College System of New Hampshire (CCSNH) that @\
allows students to earn dual credits - high school and college. The online courses are v
taught by CCSNH faculty. eStart courses are only available to high school juniors and e St a r t
seniors who are enrolled in a public school, private school, alternative school or home

school program. The college credits may be used for degree programs at CCSNH or
transferred to other post secondary institutions.

The Community College System of New Hampshire eStart tuition is $100. Students may register (enroll) in a Fall
2010 eStart course before August 25, 2010, eStart classes begin August 30, 2010.

Contact your school's guidance department to be sure the eStart course meets requirements for high school credit
and graduation. For more information on the eStart program, click here.

Available Resources

Be sure to take advantage of the many resources available to you. Your guidance counselors and the Center for College
Planning staff are terrific places to start. Do not hesitate to call our Concord office with questions or check out our
website for information about college admissions, financial aid, scholarship information and more.

You’re Invited!

center for

Free 00/@6 P/&mni@ WOréjﬁapy Bl

Who: College-bound Juniors and Seniors

What: College Interview workshop (3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.) & The Write Stuff Workshop (4:45 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.)
Where: NHHEAF CCP Library ¢ 4 Barrell Court * Concord, NH

When: Wednesday, August 18

Pre-registration is required, click here to register & learn more!

Ca//eje ?/anm’ny L’iémly

College Search, College Admission, Funding, College Life and More
"Welcome to the Center for College Planning Library!" That's what you'll
hear if you stop by our Concord office! The CCP Library, as we refer to it,
is filled with helpful resources and helpful individuals who want to answer
your questions about higher education. Our professional staff is made up
of "college gurus" who can tell you everything from how to pick a major,
to how to afford this collegiate experience. The library setting is also very
comfortable and welcoming with overstuffed chairs, a big screen TV and
even a college Teddy Bear! This is a facility that can be enjoyed by
students of any age. Feel free to stop by the CCP Library or make an
appointment with a college counselor. We are open Monday-Friday 8:00
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. in an effort to accommodate the schedules of students and parents! And the best part of your visit
its free!

Our CCP Library has been updated with the most current resources about planning and paying for college. Books in
the library cover many different aspects of the college process including SAT Preparation, college admission,
parental advice, college savings options, college funding, and scholarship searches. For a complete list of books
available to borrow for some summer reading, please click here. If you would like to borrow a book, please contact
Patty Smith at (800)525-2577, ext. 143 or psmith@nhheaf.org.


mailto:psmith@nhheaf.org
http://www.vlacs.org/
http://www.vlacs.org/
http://www.ccsnh.edu/
http://www.ccsnh.edu/estart/
www.nhheaf.org
www.nhheaf.org/events.asp
http://www.nhheaf.org/index.asp?page=sch_library

News Around the Nation

Families Making Judgments about College Costs Without Complete Information
The results of a late November 2009 to early January 2010 poll of 1,607 high school seniors J( et

-
conducted by the College Board's Student Poll indicated that many students and parents o éé =y | &
are making decisions about college affordability without accurate information about their 4 Pe— —~
financial commitment. More than half of the students surveyed ruled out colleges based on i S F

the sticker price alone without taking into consideration what they might receive in
financial aid. Only about one third of the students or their parents had used one of the
many financial aid calculators available online to help them estimate the amount and types
of aid for which they may qualify.

Additionally, the poll found that families may be overestimating what students may receive
in financial aid. This is particularly true of merit-based financial aid, or that aid which is
granted for academics, athletics or a special talent. It appears that we may all engage in a
bit of wishful thinking when it comes to how we will finance a college education. Students
estimate that grants and scholarships will cover up to one-third of the cost of their college education when the
national average is actually approximately 15 percent of the cost of the college education.

Families and students need early and accurate information about the true cost of college. The Federal government
has required that all colleges and universities make powerful and accurate financial aid calculators available to
students and their families by 2011. Even with such calculators available, it appears that many families will still
struggle with making judgments about college affordability based on sticker price alone.

One College Begins Crackdown on Plagiarized College Essays

Admissions officers in Pennsylvania State University's MBA program found 30 essays in which prospective students
either copied entire paragraphs or substantially paraphrased an entire article. The articles could be found on the
web if students Googled the university's concept of "principled leadership", which was mentioned in the topic of the
application essay. It was very surprising that many of the students didn't even bother to try to "cover" their
plagiarism by either rearranging the words or changing the font of the article when cutting and pasting the
paragraphs into their essay. Because thirty students plagiarized using this same essay, it was clear to the admissions
officers that this problem was not just about a few students.

As a result, the Penn State business program is the first of its kind to go public about using plagiarism detecting
software in the admissions process. It is the hope of many officials that if a student is rejected due to plagiarism, that
they will tell the student the reason. They feel that simply rejecting the applicants without reference to the plagiarism
wouldn't allow the opportunity for a lesson to be learned. How do you feel about colleges and universities using
plagiarism detecting software in the admissions process? To read more about this issue, click here.

7 -
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Did You Know?
After exhaustive college searches, many students discover that the college of their dreams is located right in

New Hampshire!
The summer is a great time to get out there and visit some schools. What better place to start then in your own

back yard! The two- and four-year colleges and universities located here in New Hampshire are:

Two-Year Colleges

Great Bay Community College www.greatbay.edu

Lakes Region Community College www.lrcc.edu
Manchester Community College www.manchestercommunitycollege.edu
Nashua Community College www.nashuacc.edu
NHTI - Concord's Community College www.nhti.edu
River Valley Community College www.rivervalley.edu

www.wmcc.edu

White Mountains Community College


http://www.greatbay.edu
http://www.lrcc.edu
http://www.manchestercommunitycollege.edu
http://www.nashuacc.edu
http://www.nhti.edu
http://www.rivervalley.edu
http://www.wmcc.edu
http://www.artsci.com/studentpoll/v8n1/
http://www.collegenews.com/index.php?/article/penn_state_cracks_down_on_application_plagiarism_0623201033455585/

Four-Year Colleges & Universities

Chester College of New England www.chestercollege.edu

Colby-Sawyer College www.colby-sawyer.edu
Daniel Webster College www.dwc.edu
Dartmouth College www.dartmouth.edu
Franklin Pierce University www.franklinpierce.edu
Granite State College www.granite.edu

www.hesser.edu

Hesser College

Keene State College www.keene.edu

Lebanon College www.lebanoncollege.edu

Magdalen College www.magdalen.edu

New England College www.nec.edu

New Hampshire Institute of Art www.nhia.edu

Plymouth State University www.plymouth.edu

Rivier College www.rivier.edu
Saint Anselm College www.anselm.edu
Southern NH University www.snhu.edu
Thomas More College of Liberal Arts www.thomasmorecollege.edu

University of New Hampshire www.unh.edu

University of New Hampshire-Manchester www.unhm.unh.edu

Campus é’/mf@ﬁf L
Rivier College Renovations RIVIQr
Muldoon Fitness Center at Rivier College in Nashua, NH is undergoing a $2.5 million, 7,000 i%w%ki:; ;E(ij
square foot expansion/renovation. This prized, but outdated facility will see expansions of -

the weight room and coaching offices. This will allow for the whole athletic department to be

located in the same building. A second phase of this project might include an indoor track and multi-purpose court
in a brand new field house. Keep an eye out for all of the exciting improvements being made to the athletic facilities
at Rivier College!

Ask Joe CO//eﬂe

If you haven't yet, check out what Center for College Planning staffer Val is blogging about at joecollegeblog.com.
You can read her ideas on everything from paying for college to picking a college major. Remember to download
our free monthly podcasts on a variety of college planning topics!

Find us on ... .°a @R _ _
Facebook GUiICEer
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www.joecollegeblog.com

Your next college planning e-mail will be sent in August. Meanwhile, enjoy your summer and visiting the
college campuses.

The NHHEAF Network Organizations are comprised of three active 501(c) (3) nonprofit organizations that provide students and
families with the resources and funding to pursue higher education aspirations. Funds generated by the Organizations make their
charitable mission possible as student loan earnings are reinvested in programs and services that benefit citizens of New Hampshire.
For more information, visit www.nhheaf.org.


http://www.nhheaf.org

